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Presentation

• NPS Biodiversity 2018 (draft)

• TDR principles

• Costs and benefits

• In situ subdivision vs TDRs 

• Mapping vs certification

• Enhancement planting

• Snapshot of New Zealand experience



• The desire to protect and enhance 

biodiversity?

• Or is it a rural subdivision workaround?

• Policy emphasis on protection not subdivision

• Supply and demand

What makes it work?



QEII vs RMA Covenants



TDR principles

• Technical capability

• Evasion proof

• Clearly specified objectives

• Economic value

• Equity and administrative simplicity

• Minimal transaction costs



Costs and benefits



In situ subdivision vs TDR

• In situ lots devalue the resource being protected

• In situ seen as more straightforward

• Limit in situ through rules

• Encourage TDR through rules

• Council’s to reduce transaction costs.



Mapping vs Certification

• Mapping is seen as administratively easier

• Council controlled mapping has region wide context

• Certification more appropriate for dynamic resource

• Certification is user pays

• Assessment for resource consent to define protection 

boundaries



Enhancement planting

• Proximity to existing SEA

• Issues raised by past experience

• Priority locations – regional landscape scale plans

• Consent holder cost



Snapshot of New Zealand experience (1)



Snapshot of New Zealand experience (2)


