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ALL WELCOME 
 Willie Smith is a geographer by training and originally from 

Aberdeen. He studied further in Montreal, and has worked as 
an academic including in New Zealand, Canada, and in Africa. 
His work experience includes ten years as a Science Adviser 
at the Science Council of Canada, in Ottawa. His career has 
involved research on a wide range of issues including 
environmental sustainability, water policy, Arctic technologies, 
participatory research and land use change, and the social 
impact of natural hazards. Almost all his research has involved 
farming, decision-making, land use and public policy. He is 
now retired and lives in Central Hawkes Bay. 
 

Forestry is again being promoted as part of climate change responses 
and as a form of regional development. However, establishing forestry is 
more than just planting trees so this seminar will address four key issues: 
 

• Community perceptions and policy needs 
• The importance of context 
• Facts and perceptions 
• Reconciliation and supporting change 
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